Radiographic diagnosis of synovial chondromatosis of the temporomandibular joint: a case report.
Synovial chondromatosis is a rare, benign condition that usually affects the larger diarthroidal joints of the axial skeleton. Approximately 120 cases of synovial chondromatosis involving the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) have been reported. People with this condition may present with swelling, pain, intracapsular sounds and limitation of mandibular movement. Because it is important to differentiate synovial chondromatosis from other joint pathologies, a thorough history and appreciation of clinical features of these conditions are necessary. Radiographs are an important component of the diagnostic armamentarium for discerning conditions that mimic synovial chondromatosis. A case of synovial chondromatosis diagnosed radiographically with the aid of volumetric computed tomography is described, followed by a discussion of potential causative factors and management strategies. A brief review of the differential diagnosis of synovial chondromatosis involving the TMJ is also provided.